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What is the International Economic Law Clinic? 

This IEL Clinic is a module which offers a unique opportunity for students to apply theory to 
practice in the field of international economic law.  

Students will work in small groups (“Project Teams”) under the close supervision of professors 
and invited experts (“Expert Mentors”) on specific, real-world legal questions for “real clients” 
(“Beneficiaries”), such as governments, international organizations, or NGOs.  

At the end of the semester, the Project Teams will submit written legal memos and orally 
present their projects in class to the Beneficiary and other invited guests.  

The clinic is part of “TradeLab,” a global network of international economic law clinics at 
leading universities around the world, including the Graduate Institute (Geneva), Georgetown 
University Law Center, University of Ottawa, Trade Policy Training Centre in Africa (TRAPCA) 
Tanzania, Qatar University, and Hebrew University (HUJI). For more information about 
TradeLab, please see https://www.tradelab.org/. 

 

Who leads the Clinic? 

The Clinic is taught and supervised by Prof Jansen Calamita and Dr Ayelet Berman. 

N Jansen Calamita is the Head of the Investment Law and Policy Programme at the Centre for 
International Law. He is also Research Associate Professor (CIL) in the Faculty of Law.  

Prior to entering academics, Prof Calamita served in the Office of the Legal Adviser in the US 
Department of State (International Claims and Investment Disputes Division), representing 
the United States in international investment matters, and in the Office of Legal Affairs in the 
United Nations in Vienna. He began his career in private practice in New York (international 
arbitration and commercial litigation). He holds a Juris Doctor magna cum laude (Boston) and 
a Bachelor of Civil Law (Oxford). He is on the board of editors of the Yearbook of International 

https://www.tradelab.org/
https://www.tradelab.org/
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Investment Law & Policy (OUP) and is series co-editor (with L Malintoppi) of International 
Litigation in Practice (Brill). He advises governments and international organizations on 
matters relating to international investment law and dispute resolution. 

Dr Ayelet Berman is Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for International Law (CIL), and 
Adjunct Assistant Professor at the NUS Faculty of Law. At CIL, she is a member of the 
Investment Law and Policy Programme. Previously, she was a Research Fellow at the Centre 
for Trade and Economic Integration at the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies in Geneva. She has also been a Visiting Professor at the University of 
Lausanne. Dr Berman is a member of the academic friends of the OECD Partnership for 
Effective International Rule-Making by International Organizations, and is a mentor in the 
American Society of International Law (ASIL) Women in International Law Mentoring 
Program. Before academia, Ayelet practised law, including World Trade Organization (WTO) 
litigation at Sidley Austin LLP.  

Dr Berman holds an LLB (magna cum laude) from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, a DEA 
in International Law (Graduate Institute/University of Geneva), and a PhD in International Law 
(summa cum laude ‘with congratulations of the committee’) (Graduate Institute). Her PhD 
dissertation was awarded the 2015 SNIS Award for Best PhD in International Studies. 

 

What kind of projects will students develop in the Clinic? 

The beneficiaries of the Clinic are typically governments, international organizations or NGOs. 
They may ask for information on negotiations, compliance or litigation, such as: research and 
analysis for treaty negotiations, compliance assessments of domestic or foreign/international 
laws, assessment of legal claims or defence strategies, the drafting of party and third-party 
legal submissions, the preparation of amicus curiae briefs, or research on cutting-edge trade 
and investment questions.  Given the sensitive nature of some of the projects, Beneficiaries 
may sometimes ask that their identities be kept confidential. 

Some examples of past projects at NUS are:  

• Bosnia & Herzegovina – Reform Options: Termination of Bilateral Investment Treaties 
• Canada – The Impact of Non-Disputing State Party Submissions in Arbitration 
• Chile – Modalities for Investment Facilitation 
• Philippines – Prohibitions on Performance Requirements in Investment Treaties  
• Thailand – Joint Treaty Interpretations 
• (Confidential Beneficiary) – Development of a new Model BIT 
• (Confidential Beneficiary) – The Application of Investment Disciplines to Changes in 

Environmental Regulation  

 

https://www.tradelab.org/single-post/2019/01/08/Reform-Options-%E2%80%93-Bosnia-and-Herzegovina%E2%80%99s-Bilateral-Investment-Treaties
https://www.tradelab.org/single-post/2019/01/23/Prohibitions-on-Performance-Requirements-in-Investment-Treaties
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What is expected from students? 

Students are expected to fully engage with their projects and treat their beneficiaries as if 
they were real clients. The seminar will meet for 3 hours each week during the semester, but 
students will need to set aside time outside of class to meet with their Expert Mentors, 
Beneficiaries and their teams during other time slots convenient to the various participants.  

As a practical module, there will be no assigned readings or homework as such; the workload 
is the project itself, and will vary from beneficiary to beneficiary. The objective is to produce 
an output tailored to the beneficiary’s needs.  

Students will submit three drafts and one final version of the written output (i.e. memo, brief, 
report). They will also deliver two oral presentations in class. 

Note that due to the nature of the course, students are expected to be enrolled and attend 
all sessions from the beginning, and dropping the course will be prohibited after the day of 
the first session. 

 

Who is eligible to take this module? 

The module is open by application to students who have previously taken a course on 
international investment, international trade law, international dispute settlement, public 
international law or have relevant experience in lieu of. Only accepted applicants may enrol.  

 

What is the application process? 

Students should apply by sending an email between 28 November 2021 and not later than 
15 December 2021 to Dr Ayelet Berman at cilayel@nus.edu.sg with the subject: Clinic 
application.  

The email should include a single attachment containing the following:  

a. Your Curriculum Vitae (CV)  

The CV should include the following:  

(1) Personal particulars and contact information; 

(2) Educational qualifications, including your subjects in law school and your grades;  

(3) Relevant work experience (e.g., attachment with law firm);  

(4) Awards or honours; 

(5) Extra-curricular activities in law school; 

mailto:cilayel@nus.edu.sg
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(6) Student exchange experience, if any, and if so, the details; 

(7) Previous degrees obtained, if any, and if so, the details; 

b. A Personal Statement  

The personal statement should be of no more than 250 words, stating:  

(1) Why you want to take the International Economic Law Clinic.  

(2) The skills, personal attributes and experience which will make you a valuable member of 
the Clinic. 

 

Short listed students will be interviewed during the week of 16-22 December 2021 and 
acceptance decisions will be made by the end of that week.  

  

What is the mode of assessment? 

As a clinical module the mode of assessment is 100% Continuous Assessment. Within that 
rubric, assessment will be comprised of Class Performance (30%) and Final Project (70%).  

 

  

 


